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You Just Can’t Get There
from Here ... Well, at
Least Not Very Easily
at the Present Time!

From the President’'s Desk . . .

The Board and Trusteas held it's regular July meeling at the Concord Com-
munity Corfer. This was done for bwo reasons. . . First -geiting to the
Historical Society Museum s rather difficult right now with al of the roed consiruction on East Lawn Avenue as the
photo above clearly demonstrates. Second - the Concord Community Centar is developing ifs own small museum
centered around the history of the Concord School, Jim McGuire served as our host and guide.  We thank him
for showing us the building and what the Concord Community Center voluntesrs have been able fo do with the va-
cated school bullding. A 39 acre park has been added fo the original 5 acre school property. The building is being
restoved and maintained, which takes considerable money. Concord Township owns the building and the volunteer
associalion runs the community center and parik,

We truly appreciate Jim McGuire for taking time to show us the building and the museum room. The Concord
Community Center is a very busy place. It is also the home of the Champaign Communify Players theatre group
(Members were practicing for a musical which will be performed in Sepfember). Jeff Jordan's National wrasting
camp was in progress, with top high school wrestlers from alf over the country attending.

The board and | also want fo thank Chris and Angie Callison for spearheading this year's Camp Kenton celebra-
tion. The road work and a severe storm reduced attendance but the dedicated group of historical re-enactors and
merchants made history come alive. Our thanks to all of them. We look forward fo next year's Camp Kenton with &
newly paved East Lawn Avenue!

With the road work on our end of East Lawn coming fo a close, make sure you fake fime fo wew our newly redes-
igned Fox Paper/ Howard Bond Exhibit. Many thanks fo the generous gift from Neenah Paper Co. and fo the volun-
feers who created the new display. The display case af the entry lobby has several offer recent donations.

Access to the Museum should be improved by Sunday, August 17th when Curator Oick Virts and fellow traveler
Karen Martin present highlights of the Urbana University Alumni and Friends trp fo China. It's & program you will not

wani to miss! ﬂ m

A Once in a Lifetime Experience:
China in the Olympic Year

Since you will been seeing quite a lot of China during the Summer Olympics, come to our summer meaeting to get

a Champaign County perspective on the country and several of it's major historic sites.

Karen Martin and | joined Alumni and Friends of Urbana University this spring for a tour of Bedjing China, May 20.-
28, 2008. The Urbana University contingent was led by the Colette Travel Agency. The Agency did an excellent job
in totally wearing everyone out each day.! The 16 hour trip to Beijing and the 14 hour return trip home | would like to
forget, but you have to get there and back somehow.

The Collette tour team of Zion, Rebecca and Teddy Bear (our fearless bus driver) got us safely to: Tiananmen
Square, The Forbidden City, The Summer Palace, The Great Wall, Valley of the Ming Tombs, a Peking Duck Dinner,
The Peking Opera, The Temple of Heaven, locals doing there Tai Chi exercises, Beijing Acrobatic Show, Beijing Zoo
and the Panda Bears, an ancient Beijing Rickshaw tour, and the best meal in China, a lunch in a Chinese Hutong
home.

Come, join Karan Martin and me Sunday afternoon August 17, at 2PM for more impressions of our trip to China
and enjoy the photos, | promise | will go very fast with little talking . . . unless you ask us questions of course!

Dick Vents

This group of medals are representative of the
awands that will be given during the Olym-

pics,. Evidently they are not the traditional metal
bt somehow made out of jade,

The Olympic Stadium, shown on the left, is
nicknamed the “Birds Nest™. We did not get to
visit the "Mest” . . . Howevear, Teddy Bear (the
bus driver) managed to gat us a decant photo







