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Looking Forward--Looking Back
The Piatt Family in Logan County

Like the Mecoche division of the Shawnee people who occupied the
land before them, the Piatts treasure the resources and the spirit of
the valley they call home. In the 1820's, Judge Benjamin M. and
Elizabeth Barnett Piatt moved their family from Cincinnati to the roll-
ing hills of Logan County. Two of their children, Abram Sanders and
Donn later built their own homes, Mac-A-Cheek and Mac-O-Chee In
the country-side they knew as youths. These unigue structures have
become a private, family-owned museum that interprets over 200
years of history of the Ohio land and Ohio people.
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Castles

Members and guests of the Champaign County Historical Society have a special treat in
store for them on Sunday, April 27th at 2:00 p.m. when Margaret Piatt will give a unique
overview of the history of the Piatt family in Logan County and the “Castles” which have
contributed so much to the local landscape and regional culture,

Since Margaret grew up in this remarkable family, surrounded by a treasure trove of his-
torical artifacts, it is perhaps not surprising that she has carved out a career path which
combines her personal love of the theater with training in Museum education and admini-
stration. Margaret holds a BA in Theatre and Secondary Education from the University of
Dayton and a MAT in Museum Education from The George Washington University. She is
currently the Director of Theatre at Urbana University in addition to her duties as Execu-
tive Director of the Piatt Castles and the Mac-A-Creek Foundation. Dedicated to the con-
cept of living history as one of the best ways of capturing the public's interest in our na-
tion's haritage, Margaret is a much sought after consultant who has developed innovative
programs and historical dramas and has advised historic agencies across the country.

Her love of her home and family and her professional commitment to excellence in mu-
seum education will be showcased in her presentation at the Champaign County Histori-
cal Society. Come and renew your understanding of these local architectural treasures
and the remarkable family who built and preserved them!

Champaign County Historical Society Museum
Named Urbana University External Partner in Education

As part of Urbana University's Founder's Day Celebration, the Champaign County
Historical Society Museum was named External Partner in Education at the Annual
Recognition Luncheon on March 20th.  The Museum was nominated by Dr.
Julizanne Phillips, Assistant Professor of American History, in recognition of the con-
tribution that Museum Curator Dick Virts has made in making local history come alive
for members of her Ohio History courses. Dr. Phillips also noted the impact that tour-
ing the Museum has had on her classes over a several year period.  Likewise, the
award recognizes the Society's paricipation in an ongoing program which providas
internship experiences for University students. The presentation was made by
President Robert L. Head.







